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Important Information: 
· Before engaging with children and young people via Zoom, Parish Priest’s should consider the appropriateness and relevance of the interaction that will be taking place e.g. is a Zoom meeting appropriate to convey the information to children and young people of this parish? 
· The organiser of the Zoom meeting will also need to consider the age of children and young people participating e.g. is Zoom the best method of communication considering the age of the participants? 
· A Risk Assessment should be completed to support projects that involve using Zoom as a method of communication to children and young people.  When completing the Risk Assessment please ensure it is signed by the Parish Priest before undertaking the Zoom communication. 
· Online communication must comply with the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney Safeguarding Policy and Protocols. Safeguarding Policy and Protocols can be found on the Archdiocese Website www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/ 

Guidance: 
· This template consent form is to be provided to the parent/guardian of the child or young person before communicating with them using Zoom. 
· Parents/guardians must return this consent form before any communication can commence with their child. 
· This template consent form can be provided to parent/guardians as an original hard copy form or can transformed into an online form. Which ever method the parish chooses, parent/guardians are to receive an acknowledgement via email and phone call from the organiser of the Zoom call that the consent form has been received and to notify them that they are to briefly appear at the start of the Zoom call.  

Template Consent Form:  St John of God Auburn Parish

St John of God parish and                                                                        engaging in online communication with children and young people via Zoom

Permission to participate in online communication with children and young people via Zoom.
________________________________________ has chosen to communicate with children and young people on Zoom, for the purpose of ___________________________________________________________________________. 

This online communication will be conducted on ______________________________________ for up to 40 minutes via a church owned account with Zoom. There will be two trained Archdiocesan workers present at all times during the communication with children and young people. Parents/guardians are kindly asked to briefly appear at the start of the Zoom call to acknowledge the communication that will be taking place.

If you would like to obtain further information about online safety please refer to the following fact sheets 
· Fact Sheet Information for Archdiocesan employees and volunteers (workers) engaging in face-to-face communication with children and young people
· Fact sheet: Information for parents and guardians on keeping children and young people safe online

Parent/Guardian please complete the following information:

Name(s) of child/young person: 


Name of parent/guardian: 

Permission:
[] I give permission for my child(ren) to participate in the online Zoom communication run by ________________________________________________ on ________________________________________________  

[] I do not give permission for my child(ren) to participate in the online Zoom communication run by ________________________________________________ on ____________________________________________ 

Acknowledgement 
[] I acknowledge that I will appear at the start of the Zoom call organised by St John of God parish and __________________________________________ on ___________________________________________

Contact details for providing information about online communication 
Please read the following: 
· Information for the online communication with children and young people will be provided to the parent/guardians. 
· Parents/guardians will receive an email from ________________________________________________ to confirm receipt of consent form and will also receive a phone call from _______________________________________________ to confirm Zoom details. 

Parent/guardian email: ____________________________________________________________________________


Parent/guardian mobile number:_____________________________________


Parent/guardian full name: ______________________________________________________________________


Parent/guardian signature: ____________________________________________


Date: _____________________________________



Parish Office use only:

Date consent form was received:____________________________________________________________

Date email confirmation was sent to parent/guardian: ___________________________________

Date phone call was made to parent/guardian:____________________________________________
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